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Adam she was liable to this debt, and would have contracted the contagion
had she not been preserved from it through the grace and merits of her Son,
To understand how great a grace and how singular a prerogative this
total exemption from all sin was in Mary, we may take a survey of the
havoc that monster made amongst men from the beginning of the world,
excepting Mary* The most holy amongst the saints all received their
existence in sin; they were all obliged to say with St Paul, " We were the
children of wrath, even as the rest."l The fall of our first father Adam
involved all mankind in guilt and misery. From that time, for the space
of four thousand years, sin reigned without control on every side. By its
dire effects the greatest part of the world was plunged into the most frightful
state of spiritual darkness and blindness. Even the sons of light were born
under its slavery; Abraham, Moses, Elias, Jeremy, Job, and all the other
saints confessed with David, " Behold, I was conceived in iniquities, and
in sin my mother conceived me/* 2 Sin was become a universal leprosy,
a contagion which no one could escape; an evil common to all mankind,
and infecting every particular individual that descended from Adam. It
was communicated with the flesh and blood which men received from
their parents, and from their first father Adam. Every child contracted
this infection with the first principle of life. Mary, by a singular privilege,
was exempted from it, and entered a world of sin spotless and holy.

The grace which exempted Mary from original sin preserved her also
from the sting of concupiscence, or inordinate love of creatures, and tendency
to evil. The first sin of Adam brought on us a deluge of evils, and by the
two wounds of ignorance and concupiscence which it has left in us its
malignity has spread its influence over all the powers of our souls. Through
it our understanding is liable to be deceived and to be led away with errors;
our will is abandoned to the assaults of the basest passions: our senses are
become inlets of dangerous suggestions: we are subjected to spiritual weak-
ness, inconstancy, and vanity, and are tyrannized over by inordinate
appetites. Hence proceeds in us a difficulty in doing good, a repugnance to
our duties, a proneness to evil, the poisoned charm of vice, and the intestine
war of the flesh against the spirit. All this we experience and groan under;
yet under the weight of such miseries, by a much greater evil, we are blind,
proud, and insensible. We court our dangers, indulge and fortify our
enemies, and caress and adore those idols which we are bound to destroy*
To procure for ourselves some part in the blessing which Mary enjoyed,
in the empire over our passions, we must check them, restrain our senses,
and die to ourselves. We must never cease sighing to God, to implore
his aid against this domestic enemy, and never enter into any truce with
him. " Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am weak; heal me, O Lord,
for my bones are troubled/* * If our weakness and dangers call for our
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